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Profile

At a glance

Architect andsocial psychologistniversity professoigpecialized ithe learning spaces design
and therelationship between space and pedagogy.

Academic experience

Professor oBuilt Space Pedagoggyistotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece.
33 years of academic teaching at undergraduate and graduate level
20 years of experience in the academic units management

Applied esearch experience

3lyears of basic and applied research activity in matéigeation andunctioningof learning
spaces

Expertise in architecturgdedagogical design of learning spaces

Designenof the method of "Pedagogical & Architectural Space Destge"RASDIethod), for
the design ofearningspaces. Based on a grid of architectural, pedagogical and psychosocial
criteria, the PASD Method supports the application of contemporary pedagogies at school.

Todate, 84 pilot interventions to create learning spadasGreece and Cyprusvhich include
40 school building design or redesign projects, usingRASD MethodFor most of these
projects, coordination and management of multidisciplinary tegmaemposed of architects,
education specialists and building engineers.

Resident in Thessaloniki, Greece

Summary
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Research: School space and pedagogy

The methodological approach

Expertise irarchitecturaldesign and construction of school buildings
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Specialization: learning spaces

Dimitris Germanos specializes in an approachkasign and functioning déarning spaces,

based on the interdisciplinargonception of designThis approach combines architectural
elements with pedagogical and psychosocial factors, which constitute an active dynamic
ensemble at school, especially in the classroom. The associated elements are:

} Atthe architectural level, the layout, aesthetics and functions of the space;

} Atthe pedagogical level, the teaching method, the school curriculum and the modes
of learning

} At the psychosocial level, the modes of communication and interaction in class, th
modes of educational relationshignd theattitudes developed at school.

In this context, hedevelopedthe "Pedagogical & Architectural Spabesigfi method the

PASD Method), concerning the architectural design of school buildings and, more generally,
gpaces for children and young people. This method is based on a grid of architectural,
pedagogical and psychosocial criteria; it supports the application of contemporary teaching
methods in a total quality management framework of the school.

Germanos applig¢the PASD Method in most school space design projects that he coordinated
ashead ofproject (40 until to date), leading interdisciplinary teams of architects, education
specialists and building engineeEach project was developed after close dialoguih whe
interested parties, teachers, parents andnmost cases, with pupils.

Studies & academiactivity

Studies

Studies m Greece and France. Diploma of Architect Engin@ytechnic School of
Thessaloniki Greece Master in Asthetics and Sciences of Artdniversity of Paris -1
Sorbonne,Teaching and Research U(itER Aesthetics and Sciences of ARaris DEA in
Sociology School of Higher Studies in Social Sciences (EHESSPHRHEBIESS

Languwages

French, Greek, Engh

Academic experience

3 33 years of academic teaching at the undergraduate and postgraduate level (Master 2) in
Greece and at times in France and Cyprus. Directorate of Diploma Theses and Doctoral
Dissertations. Scientific area of academic actiVRgdagogy: Space and Education".

3 3lyears of basic and applied research activity

3 Participation in international academic cooperation networks, focused on research,
teaching and the development of joint study programs.

Academic positions

1981-82 ResearchdJ I YR G SYLI2 NI NE | 004 O&edterFof Sodia
Ethnology and Psychosociolo@ESRPEHES®aris.
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1987ThH

3 Member of the teaching stafit the Faculty of Education SciencAsistotle
University of Thessalonilrofessor since 20QEmeritus professor since 201

3 Main courses: Space and educational proc&ssicational organization o
space Space and educationatqzess in cooperative classroom

3 Teaching at Master 2 level in Greece and, periodically, in France and C
as a viiing professorPrograms:

{ Cultural Studies and Learning Environments for the @hildl t NX
Education Science Dept., Aristotle University, Thessaloni@urs€
Anthropocentric approach of built space (20Hp

¢ Didactics of multilingualism and lingtic policiesn. FranceHellenic
Master 2, between the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the Unive
of Maine. Course: "Space and cooperative education in pluricult
classroom" (2004.7).

( Total Quality Management and Innovativédmplementations on
Educatiom @ LYy G4SNRSLI NLIYSydlt al adsSN
the Department of Economic Sciences of the Aristotle University
Thessaloniki.Course: Educational policy, innovation and school char
(201518).

Direction of PhDheses in Greece and France.

International Relations and Research Networks

1993h

Teaching and research collaborations with teachers from other universiti
Greece, Cyprus, France, Italy, Portugal and the UK. Member of several sc
associationsn Greece and Europe.

Academic units mnagement: scientificadministrativeand financial responsibilities

1997-
2017

200609
200316
201517

201317
201517

Responsible for multidisciplinary teams (teachers, architect®dologists) in
research projects on learnirgpacesand school change.

Director of his Department
Periodically, 8 years of leadership of the Pedagogical Section of his Depar

Director ofthe interdepartmental Master Z Total Quality Management an
Innovatve Implementations on Education
http://qualedu.web.auth.gr/dpmsoliki/en

Head of the Research Policy Committee of his Department

Editor in chief of the scientific journélDialogues of his Department
http://ejournals.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/dialogoi

Other experience in education

200011

1996'hH

As a specialist at the Greek Ministry of Educatiopyagrams of modernizatior
of the space and the educational process in the public school (periodically;

As trainer of trainers, as organizer and teacher, in teacher training prograi
Greece, France, Cyprus and Portugal.
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Research: design and functioningof learning
spaces

31 years ofresearch on the relationship between built space and pedagogy, as well as its
contribution to Total Quality Management at school. The areas and themes of his research
are:

Fundamental research

Main domain Main researctopics

Space and pedagogy 3 Pedagogical & Architectural Space Design" (The F
Method)
3 Physical space and learning process
3 Physical space and flexibility
3 Childspace relationship in schools
3 Educational Change / Total School Quality Managernr

Related domains Relatedesearch topics

Educationainteraction and Educational relationship between students and teacl
physical space and relationship to space

Educational methods Cooperative teaching and learning

Research Methodology Qualitativemethods of educational research

Applied research

Applied research by Dimitris Germanos concerns the impact of physical space on the
educational functioning oflearning environmentslt was developed in experimental school
spaces, both internal and extaal, which he created in Greek and Cypriot schools, in order to
study in real situations the relationship between his architectural approach and a set of
pedagogical and psychosocial factors active in educational situation.

To date, his isan 84-pilot interventionsto create learning spaces, which include 40 school
building design or redesign projects, using &SD MethodThis activity started in 1996
following a 4 step model

1. The architectural (r&esign of a school premises, so that the space tieguirom the
intervention is adapted to the application of the cooperative teaching method,;

2. Training for educational change of the teachers concerned, so that they can continue
their work in the new spatial and pedagogical conditions;

3. Anpilot operation duing a period of 3 to 6 months of this school space and, at the
same time,action researchwith teachers on the new spal and pedagogical
conditions;

4. Evaluation of the intervention, with application of qualitative research methods.

For the elaboration ofmost of these projects he has coordinated and managed
multidisciplinary teams, composed of architects, education specialists and buildimgersyi

Each project was developed after close dialogue with the interested parties, teachers, parents
and, in sone cases, with pupils, by applying appropriate investigation methods.
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Dimitris Germanos presented the results of his applied research at scientific conferences and
congresses, at national and international level. Moreover, it has integrated the contribution
of its applied research in trainer training seminars, and its undergraduate and postgraduate
courses in Greece, France and Cyprus.

The methodological approach

¢ KS Agdptoachm

In this contextbasedon the contribution ohis applied research and specialized bibliography,
Germanos has developeth anthropocentric approacho the design ofearning spaceshe

"U" Approach{User approach)ts main feature is that it takesto consideration both student
(as spaceiser and educational environment.

The PASD Method

To realize this approach, he designed the method of the "Pedagogical & Architectural Space
Design" method (the PASD Methodf)is a complex method of school design, which combines
the architectural design of schogpace with a web of pedagogical and psychosocial factors,
acting in an educational environment.

The evaluation of the method showed a positive change in the sense of space felt by the
students. The new school space had become close to the preferencestaresis of the
students; in addition, it promoted the application of cooperative learning techniques and
thereby the active and creative participation of students in the learning process.

The design of new types d¢arningspaces for the Greek school

Hisresearch path led him to propodgeur new experimental types of learning spadesthe
Greek schoolThe Multipurpose Classroom, the Educational and Cultural School Centers, the
Open Educational and Cultural Spaces, the Educatioda®pantaneous Placés school.

Their architectural and educational features are adapted to the characteristics of the
cooperative class and, at the same time, they aim to promote the child's overall development
-academic, psychological and sccidtural.

Their experimentatontribution has been considerable, as they havawn the way for the
modernization of the Greek school andrtsitationto cooperative pedagogy.
1. The Multipurpose Classroom

https://www. espacepedagogiret/english/desigrprojects/multipurposeclassrooms/

It is an evolution of the classom space characterized by two architectural features:

} Flexibility, which offers students and teachers the opportunitgdapt their space to
the needs of their educational activities

} The versatility, which allows the same academic space to run alternately a) as a
classroom for cooperative education, b) as a library room and c) as a place of cultural
and artistic events.
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2. TheEducational and Cultural School CentéESCSC)

https://www.espacepedagogie.net/english/desigomojects/educationaland-culturak
schoolcenters/

The architectural design of the Cultural Educational Cerpeoposes to correlate the
arrangement and use ghysicakpace with the academic, social and cultural development
of the child.lts main objectives are:

} To promote the culture of the "catious reader”
} ¢2 RSOSt2L) a0dzRSyiQa SRdzOFGA2ylf O2YYdzyA Ol @
} To put students and teachers in contact with art and culture

} To develop exchanges between school and its neighborhood

3. Spaces for outdoor educational and culturattivities

https://www.espacepedagogie.net/english/desigmojects/outdoorlearningspaces/

Proposal of three types of outdoor spaces that are flexible miarisenments of
education and culture:

} Spaces that aim to improve the relationship between school and city, as well as
contact between different age groups

}  Schoolyards functioniniiexibly

} Outdoorclassroons

Theseoutdoor spaces are alternatively used foraatemic and cultural learning activities,

as well as for the emotional, social and physical development of children and adolescents.
4. School space including places created by children

The place is a real space, redefined by the user and chargedneihings relating ttis
needs and his imaginatioft. can be created spontaneously by the children, if they have
the freedom to intervene to the space during the class. But, its creation can also be
plannedthanks to a collaboration between architects ardchesand integrated into the
functioning of the class.

In our research, the integration of educational spaces in the classroom has revealed to us
a new innovative spatial model, in which class space is defined according to the successive
rearrangemens resulting from its use.

Expertise imarchitecturaldesign and construction
of school buildings

School Design with the PASD Method

To date 24 years of professional expertise in thechitecturaldesign of school buildings, with
application of the PASD ethod. The main objective was the creation of school spaces
adapted to the criteria of application of effective pedagogies, essentially of the cooperative
teaching method.
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Since 1996, Germanos has developed architectural plans, orgatonstructionsitesand
supervised construction work i88 school architecture prects in Greece and 2 in Cyprus.
During these projects, he coordinated multidisciplinary teams composed of architects,
landscapers, teachers and building engineers.

The approach of renovatingchool buildings

According Germanos) most cases, the architecture of public schools follows regulations that
define the directions of their architectural design. This results in the construction of a large
number of school buildings with similarchitectural and functional characteristics.

Therefore, as part of a school building renovation process, it is possible to identify groups of
typical architectural elements to be changed in order to modernize these buildings from the
point of view of theii spatial and educational functionality. These changes must follow unified
criteria of spatial and pedagogical functioning; however, it goes without saying that their
architectural form and aesthetics must vary. Thus, it is necessary to establish a grid of
architectural modugs (functionality, shape, color anexture) to be applied to the design of

the facades and the interior spaces of the buildings, in order to give them an identity of their
own and to adapt them both to the age of pupils, only to thede of the applied teaching
method.

This approach allows the systematic planning of massive renovatiojects of school
buildings, built according to similar principles. In addition, the use of modular elements makes
it possible to significantly reducéé cost of construction on a large scale.

Publications(a selection)

Books

Germanos, D9 4 LJF OS& RQNLIUIKB Yy BENA If BS REYiA2KE { g3 DISINB S (
9dzN2 LISSYyySa o! WMR@aFR)dzo f A O GA2Y 0 0

Germanos, D. (2006)he walls oknowledge Athens:Gutenberg ih GreekGR).

Germanos, D. (20013pace and educational proce8shens: Gutenberg (GR).

Parts of books

Germanos, D. (2020). "From space for children, to spbclildren at school: designing space
on the user side". In: Germanos, D. Tsoukala, K. (8dajial story of the childrhessaloniki:
Epikendro ¢nder publicationGR.

Germanos, D. (2013) "School Space and Furnishings". In: Harms, Th., Clifford,rRD.Crye
(eds).Early Childhood Environment Rating Scalessaloniki: Kyriakidis,-B2 (GR).

Germanos, D. (2011) "Space as a factor for improving the educational environment in
kindergarten". In: Chrysafidis, K., Sivropoulou, R. (ed&jnciples and perggtives of
preschool educatiorAthens: Kyriakidis, 284 (GR).

Articles

DSNXYIy2as 5d3 t05S]aSSNIa & JFOAENEH A OLILINB Y RNBE Y SaLJ OS
Sy YAt A Sdo: Qakgintdds, MA (8dPenser et agir dans les espaces et dangilles

1 OGSa Rdz /2ftf21dzS Ay SN6/ Ocibhr® gOLSBresit Pyeskes £ . NB a
Universitaires (Under publicatiofR).
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Gkloumpoy A.& GermanosD.(2020).d ¢ KS AYLER2 NI FyOS 2F Ofl aaNez2y

space as an immediate environment feducational success. An action research study in
DNBE S YAy EESubdHdnaNActoy ResearddOl: 10.1080/09650792.2020.1771744.
Link:https://doi.org/10.1080/09650792.2020.1771744cessed at June, 2, 2020.

Germanos, D. (2®). ¢Creating the chRd a & LJ OS I ( appr@ash2add tie ¢ K S

Pedagogical Design of Spacén: Tsoukala, K., Germanos, D. (edshjildren's Spaces or
Spaces for Childrerigital Proceedings of the interdisciplinary Congress with international
participation, Thessaloniki, 221 May 2017.Athens: Hellenic National Documentation
Center, 1, 4669 (GR).
https://eproceedings.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/childspace/article/view/1427

Germanos, D., Gkloumpou, A. (3)1dThe child creates his own space: architectural,
educational and psychosocial factérén: Tsoukala, K., Germanos, Ris(Children's Spaces
or Spaces for ChildreDgital Proceedings of thiaterdisciplinary Congress withternational
participation, Thessaloniki, 381 May 2017. Athens: Hellenic National Documentation Center
1, 135151.
https://eproceedings.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/childspace/article/view/14&R)

Germanos, D. (2018j)Researckactiontraining and school space as factors of educational
changé&. In: Katsaou, E., Tsafos, V. (edDgefining Action Research in Greexgital
Proceedings of thdnternational Symposiumorganized by CARN (Collaborative Action
Research Network) in Greece in collaboration with the Universities of Athens and Crete.
Rethymnon, 2dune2015, 81100.
http://www.actionresearch.gr/sites/default/files/1o_symposio.p@GR)

Gemanos, D. (2015§iThe place as factor of the pedagogical quality of spdoe Germanos,
D, Liapi, M. (eds.) (2015Jhildren's Spaces or Spaces for Childbegital Proceedings of the
interdisciplinary Congress witinternational participation Thessainiki, Greece, 090
January 2015Athens: Greek National Documentation Cen#é-55.
http://epublishing.ekt.gr/en/12240

Germanos, D. (2014). "Restructuring the school space: from the standards space to the
children's space". In: Tzekaki, M., Kanatsouli, M. (edsflections on childhoodigital
Proceedings ofthe Symposium with international participatiorlhessaloniki: #stotle
University of Thessaloniki, 447 . http://www.nured.auth.gr/congress2014(GR.

Germanos, D. (2013§iTeachers manage the change of their class. Relationship between
researches, trainingand experimental interventions in an educational environngent
Scientific Review of the University of loanniDayital Edition
http://ptde.uoi.gr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=66&Itemid=40&lang=el
(GR)

Germanos, D. (2011dSpace as a factor of redevelopment and revaluation of the educational
environment at the Kindergarten In: Chrysafidis, K., Sivropoulou, R.sjeBrinciples and
perspectives of preschool educatidthens, 234 (GR).

Germanos, D. (2010). The "Pedagogical segtef school space”: a method of improving the
educational environment through changes in space. In: Germanos, D., Kanatsouli, M. (eds),
TEPAE Q®roceedings of the Scientific Events of the Preschool Education Science Departmen
2007-09. Thessaloniki: University Studio Press521GR).

Germanos, D., Gauvriilidis, S., Arvaniti, |. (208)hool creates its own library: A case study
School Libraries in the PictuRroceedings of the 38Annual Conference of the International
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https://eproceedings.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/childspace/article/view/1431
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http://epublishing.ekt.gr/en/12240
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Association of School Librarianship (IASMyital Edition.Padova, 24 September 2009.
Conference websitéhttp://www.iasl-online.org/events/conf/2009/

Germanos,D. (2009 S NBI YSy |l 3SYSy & SRdzOF GAFT RS
RS I OflFraasS UNIRAGAZ2YYSttS JSINGERRANBariO
SynergiesSudS & (i S 2103 FR).

Germanos, D., Arvaniti, ., Gregoriadis, A., Kliapis, P.%26P&rceptions of students about
their new cooperative class and their evaluation critéritn: Hatzidimou, D. et al, (eds.),
Pedagogical and Educational Research in Gr&roeeedings of the 5th Panhellenic Congress
of the Hellenic Society of Pedago@iessaloniki: Kyriakidis, B, 4895 (GR).

Germanos, D., Arvaniti, |., Gregoriadis, A., Kliapis, P.{260&achers evaluatthe process

and outcomes of creating a cooperative environment in their classroom as part of an action
researcld. In: Kapsalis et al, (eddprimary Education and the Challenges of Our Time.
Proceedings ofPanhellenic Congress. Digital Edition. Universityloannina, Faculty of
Education Sciences, 2202 (GR).

t
t

Germanos, D. (2006 6Space and educational environment at the Contemporary
Kindergarte®. In: PapaleontiotLouka, E. (edsf;ontemporary Approaches to the Analytical
Program of the Kindergarteithens: TypothiteDardanos, 35B63 (GR).

Germanos, D. (2006 dSpace and constitution of social behatioin: Syngolitou, E. (&d
Environmental Psychology: Current Trends in Grddwessaloniki: Kyriakidis,-63 GR.

Germanos, D. (2004)iThe play, another approach to the educational proceéssin:
Hatzikamari, P., Kokkidou, M., (edBjay as part of the educational proceg$iessaloniki:
University Studio Press, 6% (GR).
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Appendix

The "U approach" and its application with theASDmethod: examples

Contents

1. Multipurpose Classrooms
2. Educational & Cultural School Centers (BCSC

3. Spaces for outdoor educational and cultural activities
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1. Multipurpose Classrooms

9" Public Primary Schoah the city of Kilkis Northern Greece

Before Acomputer classroom.

AfterredesignMain pedagogical guidelisef the new learning spacehe creative relation
with books the cultivation of pleasure in readirapdthe cooperation development
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4" PublicPrimary SchoolMunicipality of Menemeni,urban agglomeration of Thessaloniki.

Before Qurplus classroom available for parent club meetings

After redesignMain pedagogical guidelis®f the new learning spac©O NS+ G A2y 2F | G K:
atmosphere"and configurationof positive psychological climate for the development of the
cooperative learning
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Educational & Cultural School Centers (ECSC)

ECSC attached to tHeublicPrimary School of Chrysavgi, Langaddsrthern Greecél.

After redesigrMain pedagogical guidelinesorrelate the arrangement and use of space both

with access to information, and with the academic, social and cultural development of the

child. Creationof flexble spaces with alternative uses: study area & stage for performances

(at an elevated level in the background), work area in groups & spectator space for speech

and art events (in the foreground).y G KS yS2y aix3dy | @GSNES 27F t | d
[A1S 'Yy hNry3aS¢o
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ECSC attached to tHeublicPrimary School of Chrysavgi, Langadssythern Greec&

Before The entrance to thaneetinghall.

After redesignConfiguration of the space on levels, which can be used alternatively as a
school libraryas an area for group work & as an auditorium space for art events
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ECSC attached to tH4" Public Primary Schodl hessalonikil
ECSd@hat serves both the school and titemmunity.

T y
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After redesignCentral level plan

Dimitris Germanos, Curriculum Vitakine 2020

15



ECSC attached to tH21™ Public Primary Schodlhessalonik

Before The main hall, with visible heating and fire extinguishing facilities

After redesignAlternative activitiedall, functioning for group activities, drama activities, art
exhibitions, debates, leisure adities and lunch area.
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ECSC attached to tH&™ Public Primary SchodlhessalonikiB

Before Multipurposehall, planned as a meeting hall and gym.

After redesignMultipurpose hall, functioning alternately as school library and study room or
as artand culture hall.
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